He seemed very much upset. Germaine continued in the same strain:
w He's quite capable of telling all about it in the Chamber, at the beginning of his speech, just to show to what lengths these gentlemen of yours are prepared to go in the way of intimidation. And towards a woman, too ! Yes, and he might write an article about it in his paper. Do you imagine that the scandal would hurt him ? Because people -would know about his liaison -with me ? But we've never made any concealment about it. I make my own living. Oh, I can assure you that your oil-dealers are going to have a bad time of it with public opinion. What do you take French people for ? "
Avoyer outdid himself in gestures of distraction and gestures of appeasement turn by turn. He passed the flat of his hand over his bald skull. He held out his arms at full length and flapped his hands towards Germaine like welcoming handkerchiefs.
" Mademoiselle ! Mademoiselle ! You are entirely mistaken about my intentions. It would have been better if I had said nothing. But now that I have spoken, I had better go on. You may judge for yourself whether I am acting as an enemy of Gurau's in calling upon you. You have just mentioned his paper. You could not have chosen a better example — or, rather, a worse one. Since yesterday his paper belongs to the people in question. That's all. They have simply acquired majority control. It did not even cost them very much. A poor little paper like that, with a circulation of barely thirty or thirty-five thousand* which owes I don't know- how much to the printer, the paper-manufacturer, and its advertising agents ! "
" What ? Treilhard isn't running it any longer ? "
cc Treilhard is. Treilhard will, so long as he does what he is told. Now do you understand ? "
He got up. His expression registered infinite regret. He added:
" Do you begin to understand how I happened to be thinking about Gurau as I was going along the boulevard

